
August 31, 2020 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

I hope this summer has been well to you and your family and that you have found some 
time to relax and reenergize from these difficult times. 

Our goal since June has been, and remains, to reopen our schools and have our 
students and staff return safely for on-site instruction this school year.  Our district’s Re-
Entry Teams and our Pandemic Response Teams have met for countless hours four the 
last several months to ensure to have procedures in place for our staff and students 
return 

On August 13, 2020, Governor Murphy issued Executive Order 175, which allows for 
school districts to provide full-time remote instruction to all students pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
18A:7F-9, if “unable to satisfy the health and safety requirements for in-person 
instruction.” Also on August 13, 2020, the New Jersey Department of Health released a 
very detailed document further outlining health and safety protocols for public schools. 

On August 13, 2020, Governor Murphy issued Executive Order No. 175, which allowed 
school districts to delay the resumption of in-person instruction, and start the 2020-2021 
school year on full remote instruction in order to fully implement the health and safety 
components of their “reopening plans”.  The Wood-Ridge Jr./Sr. High School will utilize 
this flexibility and delay the start of in-person instruction in our high school until October 
13, 2020, or sooner for the following reasons: 

Staffing 

Information from the CDC indicates that people with certain pre-existing medical 
conditions are, or may be, at higher risk for COVID-19 infection.  Our school district 
needs additional time to complete the interactive process with individual staff members 
who are seeking job accommodations based on such pre-existing conditions.  Staff 
members with school-age children of their own also face unavoidable conflicts between 
their Wood-Ridge work schedules and the remote learning schedules of their children’s 
schools.  Absences resulting from staff members who are unable to return to on-site 
assignments, or unable to return full-time when our schools reopen, require the 
recruitment and employment of coverage staffing.  

Wood-Ridge Intermediate School and Catherine E. Doyle School will continue as 
planned with our current hybrid plan.   

Wood-Ridge Jr./Sr. High School will run on a full day remote learning plan 

 

 

 



DOYLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (HYBRID IN-PERSON/REMOTE PLAN) 

3 Cohorts of Students 

Doyle school day will be from 8:20-12:40 pm (Half Day) from Monday through 
Friday.  Entrance doors will open at 8 am. 

• Cohort Group 1= All K-3 students as communicated by Building Principal 
• Cohort Group 2= All K-3 students as communicated by Building Principal 
• Cohort Group 3=All Pre K tuition based students, All Pre K Disabled students, all 

Self Contained students and all Resource Room students, unless opting for 
Hybrid Learning. 

• Cohort Group 4= All students opting for fully remote/virtual learning.  
 
Instructional Schedule 
 

• Cohort Groups 1 & 2 would alternate in attending school daily according to the 
Hybrid option detailed on the monthly calendar.  Each Cohort Group will be 
attending school either two or three days per week. 

• Cohort Group 3 will attend daily unless they have opted for the Hybrid option. 
• Cohort Group 4 will work remotely in Virtual Learning daily 
• Students will remain in home classrooms unless participating in a related service 

(Occupational Therapy, Physical Therapy, and Speech) 
 

WOOD-RIDGE INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL (HYBRID IN-PERSON/REMOTE PLAN) 

WRIS will be from 8:15-12:40 pm (Half Day) from Monday through Friday. 

• Students will be scheduled for 2 teachers only, consisting of their ELA/Social 
Studies teacher and their Math/Science teacher. 

• Teachers will switch to classroom in lieu of students switching to reduce the 
number of students in the hallway and the number of interactions between 
cohorts. 

• Student’s homeroom classes will be split into A and B groups and the calendar 
will be labeled consecutively from 1 through 180 as A or B days 

• On A days, the A group will be in school for a half day of instruction while the B 
groups will remain home for a half day of virtual instruction. 

• Live Instruction – Group A students on A days and Group B students on B days 
will carry on with normal live classroom instruction. 

• Virtual Instruction – Group A students on B days and Group B students on A 
days will carry on with virtual instruction from their homes. Virtual instruction may 
consist of either synchronous instruction from the teacher in the classroom, 
asynchronous instruction, or student / group work (by way of Zoom).  The 
method of instruction may vary throughout the day as required by the teacher. 
Virtual instruction may require the use of an aide in the classroom in order to 
monitor virtual students during synchronous 
instruction. An aide may be shared by grade level to help assist in this regard. 

 



HIGH SCHOOL/MIDDLE SCHOOL (FULL DAY REMOTE PLAN) 

• During the Remote School Day, the remote learning schedule will be from 7:55-
2:35 pm (Full Day) on Monday through Thursday. 

• Friday will be a single session day for students.  The schedule will be 7:55 to 
12:13 pm.  Students will have the opportunity to catch up on assignments, talk to 
a guidance counselor, or reach out to a teacher in the afternoon. 

• Google Meet is required for each period with a minimum face time of half the 
class period.  All students must sign in within the first three minutes of each 
class. The lessons may include, but not limited to the following purposes: 

§ Introducing new skill/concept/standard 
§ Small group instruction 
§ Remediation 
§ Enrichment  
§ Question and Answer 
§ Discussion 

The health and safety of our students and staff has been and continues to be at the 
forefront of our decision making process. We will provide additional information if and as 
it becomes available. 
 
Thank you for your continued patience and support. 
 
 
Stay well, 
 
Nicholas Cipriano,  
 
Superintendent of Schools 


